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your friends visit Oxford, the accuracy of
the delineation may be proved by referring
to the preparation in the school of anatomy.
From a simple inspection of the drawing, 1
have no doubt but you will be convinced
that it was scarcely possible for Mr. Dicke-
son or myself to mistake so evident and re-
markable an injury, and it may be inferred
how unnecessary was exhumation.
I am, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
JAMES PAXTON.
Oxford, 24th Jan. 1828.
Explanation of the Figure.
The vagina is laid open.
a, (11 The symphysis pubis divided.
L, li, h, Rug&aelig; of the vagina.
c, The wound on tiie right side, termi-
nating at the rectum in a cul de sac.
d, The wound on the left side, lacerated
at its posterior extremity ; here was consi-
derable effusion of blood and serum.
e, Os uteri.
f, Fundus ejusdem.
g, g, Parts of the fallopian tubes.
h, A, The bladder divided.
i, Anus.
1., k, Internal labia.
On warm water being injected through
the internal iiiiac artery, it was found to
ilove freely through the wounds.
We feel greatly obliged to Mr. Paxton for
tlis communication; but, at the same time,
must express regret that it still leaves the
cause of the unfortunate woman’s death,
apparently involved in impenetrable dark-
ness. It was stated by the alcoical wit-
nesses, that she died in consequnee of
most extensive hamorrhage from the wounds
represented in the above sketch ; yet in the
evidence of Mrs. Cox, the landlady of the
deceased, we find that tEECnrs were ap-
plied by Mr. DicKEso-, ou the day follow-
ing the infliction of the injury.
Previously to making any further remark
on this case, we should like to know what
number of leeches were employed, and the
part to which they were applied.
EXTRAORDINARY EARLINESS OF THE SPASON.
To the Editor o/’TnE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;The following proofs of the v-erv
remarkable earliness of the present muhl
season, will, no doubt, interest man of your
numerous botanical readers, as this science
is now very generally cultivated among phy-
sicians. We have passed a whole January
without a frost of three days’ continuance,
and the mean temperature of the month has
exceeded the average temperature of Janu-
ary and February put together of any former
year in mv memory. Un the l5th, the well
known harbinger of spring, the flower of
St. Paul (helleborus hyemalis) was in bloem.
and several snowdrops speedily followed.
On the 25th of January, which is the dies
indicatooia of the old calendars, the following
plants were in flower, all of them (except
the three first) above a fortnight, aud most
of them a month before their average time
of blowing, in my garden :-
Tussilago fragrans, full flower
Tussilago alba, just flower
Helleborus niger, still flower
Viburnum tinus, full flower
Primula vulgaris
Primula polyantha veris
Galantlius nivalis, in plenty
Crocus masiacus
Crocus biflorus
Crocus Susianus
Anemone hortensis, many sorts
Anemone hepatica, manv sorts
Alyssum album praecor
Alyssum saxatile
Calendula officinalis
Matthiola incana rubra
Draba verna
Viola odorata
Corchorus japonicus
Pyrus japonica.
To the above list, extraordinary as it i;.
many more iusignificant wild flowers might
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be added, as the daisy, (bellis perennis,) the
dandelion, (ieontodon taraxacum,) the arch-
angel, (lamium purpureum,) groundsel, and
some others. These botanical facts are
worthy of record, particularly as the plants
it question are not scnntily, but full and
luxuriantly in flower. My intention is to
keep a calendar of the whole year, and,
when my professional engagements will per.
mit, to note down the phenomena of this
extraordinary season, which, if you should
think worthy, mav fill some unoccupied
corner of your useful and widely-circulated
publication.
While on the subject of the season, I may
observe, that intermittents have been rather
numerous this winter, and are so still, in
some places ; but, what is very remarkable,
they subsided in some cases spontaneously
on the occurrence of the late N.W. wind.
Yours. &c.
T. FORSTER.
WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY.
February 2, 1828.
Mr. ARNOTT in the Chair.
This evening, Mr. Barrett llarslrall read
an 
" Essay on Wounds, in relation to Medi-
cal Jurisprudence." The divisicn (confess-
edly arbitrary) adopted in considering the
subject was that of Dr. Beck, in his ex-
ce1lpl1t treatise on Forensic Medicine,&mdash;
Mmch’, mortal, dUlIge1’OlLs. and slight; and
we recognised notlring in lllr. Marshall’s
paper, that may not be found in the work
above mentioned, in Pdris and Fonblanque, ’,
ur in Gordon Smith’s.
Mr. Marshall, however, is entitled to the
merit of having called forth a lively and
animated discussion on a subject of the
highest importance to the public welfare-
the medical cumpelency of coroners. In some
rumarks, prefatory to the substance of the
essay, Mr. Marshall alluded to the lament-
able ignorance of coroners in general, on
medical subjects ; observing, that the ends
of justice are, in many instances, defeated,
and, in others, perverted by such ignorance ;
that an innocent man is, perchance, incar-
, and thus an indelible stain affrxed
t, his character; whitst, on the other hand,
the 
-,iiiltv wretch escapes punishment.
It was maintained by Mr. Lambert, (who
;: knowledged that he derived ltis opinions
on this subject from the pages of THE
that all the evils complained of
would be efteetually reiiioved, by appoint-
irieii to fill the office of coroners.
:.r_u.d, that inasmuch as the object of
an inquest was to ascertain minutely the
direct and immediate causes of sudden
deaths, and that to effect this purpose it
required the most extensive medical know-
ledge ; it followed, as a matter of course,
that the presiding judge, the coroner, should
possess the, most accurate professional in-
formation. For how, otherwise, (inquired
Mr. Lambert,) could he correctly direct
the jury&mdash;their verdict being indisputably
founded, in toto, on medical evidence.
With respect to the legal qualifications
necessary for a coroner, Mr. Lambert ob-
served, that they were trivial indeed; lie
had not to consult precedents - he had not
to refer to obsolete statutes--to hunt through
musty volumes, to solve some subtle point
of law. His duty (said Mr. Lambert) is so
plain, so palpable&mdash;that to talk of the legol
knowledge requisite, is utter nonsense.
In opposition to these opinions were Dr.
Barry, Dr. Shiel, and Mr. Hunt ; and,
in support thereof, were Mr. Skene, Dr.
Locock, and other members. Dr. Harry
thought that, in many cases, the cause
of death is so manifest, that medical evi-
dence is not requisite ; and that, in cases
where it is necessary, indifferent medical men
may be called in, who hence are less likely
to be swayed by private motives, than if
the office were confined to one individual.
The gist of Dr. Shiel’s argument was,
that the coroner has other duties to perform
than the inquiry into the causes of sudden
death ; that, in some cases, he acts as a
substitute for the sheriff, and, consequently,
that he requires legal knowledge.
It was said, in reply to Dr. Shiel, that
the law clearly had not contempluted the
necessity of a coroner possessing legal know.
ledge, by the fact of the office being open
to aray individual, possessing a certain quan.
tum of property. The debate was protracted
throughout nearly the whole evening on the
subject of coroners ; but Dr. Barry at one
period made some observations on the im.
portance, in a medico-legal point of view,
of being enabled to ascertain whether a
wound be recent or otherwise ; and he par-
ticularly alluded to the case of Mrs. Jeffs,
lately murdered in Montagu-place.
At the conclusion of Mr. Marshall’s paper
he indulged in ajeremiud, ou the " Cutting
and Maiming Act," or, as it is commonly
entitled, " the Ellenborough :let,’’ compar-
ing it to the sanguinary decrees of I)ruco,
interlarding his remarks with scriptural quo-
tations and appeals to Providence. In the
course of reading his essay, Mr. Marshall
also severely animadverted on the ignorance
manifested by hospital surgeons, observing,however, that his censures had reference to
those institutions which are merely under
the surveillance of private governors, and not
’to those which are under the dmction of
